THE    REIGN    OF    EDWARD    VIII
"My first thought was that in her present state* the fright
might harm her. I put both arms around her and asked how
she felt, but she only laughed.15 This story was recalled and
used as a background for King Edward's happy behaviour in
face of danger.
The comfort from his courage was shortlived. The end
had already been prophesied when, on May 27, the names of
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Simpson appeared in the Court Circu-
lar as guests of the King. They had dined at St. James's Pal-
ace and the King had added an incongruous note to his
defiance by inviting Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Baldwin and
Colonel and Mrs. Lindbergh. Six days before the revolver
incident, the name of Mrs. Simpson appeared once more in
the Court Circular, this time without her husband. Now the
talk reached remote places and, for once, widespread gossip
was ahead of <;he newspapers. With estimable patience the
editors still resisted what was to be the greatest journalistic
sensation of the century.
It must not be imagined that the King wholly neglected his
duties. He was harassed, unreasonable and vain, but he
continued to play the r61e of popular monarch.
Afterwards, when people guessed over King Edward's mot-
ives, some said that he relied upon this role to sustain him,
if a crisis came, and that he played upon the theme deliber-
ately. It was even said that he imagined a state of royal
dictatorship without a Constitution; a giddy and unreason-
able interpretation to put upon his own powers. But it is
doubtful if he came as near as this, to the megalomania of
dictators.
It is reasonable to imagine what might have happened to
King Edward had he come to the throne in different times. He
inherited his crown when the country was sleepy: neither
the Italian campaign in Abyssinia nor the revolt in Spain
had unsettled the true, yet dangerous, foundations of British
complacency. There was no outside stimulus to King Edward's
talents and character at the time of his accession. Had he
come to the throne during a war, or in a time of fierce con-
* The Princess Royal was born five months afterwards.
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